Child Care Supply In Delaware

Philadelphia
Invest in early o
care and 13 .
education! i
® Family Child Care
® Child Care Center Vineland

Licensed capacity'

55,538

Total number of
providers?

885

Estimated number
of children 0-9°

101,229

_ Salisbury

) Rodel

Delaware Association for the
Education of Young Children A GREAT EDUCATION
CHANGES EVERYTHING

FIRST STATE _ actual capacity, and most centers are not at full capacity due to underfunding and related staff shortages
2 Does not include unlicensed private and public schools

re- ' 3 According to the U.S. Census (2024: ACS 1-Year Estimates)
"

November 2025 bit.ly/DEchildcaresupply

1 Overstates the number of children that can be served due to calculation based on square footage only, rather than



Working Families Can’t Find or
Afford Child Care: It’s Holding
Delaware’s Economy Back

Delaware Parents Speak Up

“Any disposable income goes to child
care and paying down debt. We can’t
move to a larger home or support local
businesses.” -New Castle County Parent

“Our child care cost is equivalent to a
mortgage.” - Kent County Parent

“I’m just above the line for POC, but
private child care rates are half my rent...
We need something to help families like
mine.” -Sussex County Parent

“We are strongly considering moving out
of state... We’ve had to adjust [our]
schedule so now we only have a single
day to spend together as a family.”
—New Castle County Parent

What You Can Do: Tell Legislators to
Invest in Early Care and Education

Department of Education (ECAP),
« Add 500 pre-K seats and raise eligibility
to 300% FPL.
. Provide capital + infrastructure funding
to expand pre-K capacity.

Department of Health & Social Services
(Purchase of Care)

. Raise rates to the 75th percentile so
programs can open classrooms and
increase staff pay.

. Expand eligibility to 300% FPL,
reaching ~5,000 more families.

Send a message using this link

Visit firststateprek.com for more resources and information

n @First State Pre-K ® @FirstStatePreK
#InvestEarlyDE
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